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shelter from the oppression of Mohamedan rulers. Tles
brought with them some new words which gra:iuallrv
filtered down to the masses. The present Assamese
language is thus made up of the following elements.
1) The Pl'il’ll:il‘)’ Prakrt of the Non-Vedic Ar-
yans, (2 ) The sanskrit of the Vedic Avyans. (3)
The Indian Prakrts of the middle age. (4) The
contribution made by the moedern languages of Northern*
India which consists genervally of new ‘tatsamas’ and
words of Arabic origin. (5 ) Some words from surroun-
ding Non-Arvans races who also gave an analytieal
character more to this than to the other Indian languages,
Bengal owing to her lower level naturallv attrac-
ted the attention of the Arvan settlers after Assam.
North Bengal became the meeting ground of the Kam-
rupi and Magdhan Prakrits, Hienchang the Chinese
traveller of the seventh century while recognising
the language of Kamrupa as something different from
that of Mid India by which he meant the seat of
the monarch of Behar, made no mention of the lan-
guage of any part of Bengal Kvidently a separate
language did not evolve in Bengal at that time. That
what was prevalent was very much similar to Assam-
ese, can be well guessed from the subsequent litera-
ture of that place Viz. The “Srikrishna-kritan®, and
the “Carya-padas”. if we leave out of account in the
latter work the artificialities of Hindi origin. In
vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, nay, even in
accentuation  the - language that prevailed in Bengal
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ap to the sixteenth century was same as
Assam.  But owiu;_'g.‘t'o the arrival of numbers of jeopl.
from Behar, specially due to the oppression of
medan rulers in that country and owing to the
of Sanskritic learning and Mohamedan rule, the lano.
which formerly looked up to Assam for its stand
being based on tile Kamrupi Prakrt, gradually turned
its fuce westward, So that, when in the beginning of
the seventeenth century the centre' of Assamese culture
and power shifted to the extreme lLast. the severanee
became complete. Bengal cut off her allegiance tc
Assamese and adopted the language that was forging
abead in West Central B engal, It was a new language
dlﬂmeut from the language of old Bengal in the follo-
Wing points (a ) :—

(1) Giving too much prominence to the palatals
and cerebrals,

( 2) Preference of the palatal
and dental sibilant.

(3 ) Transference of the stress accent from the
penultimate ( which is generally the second) to the
first syllable.

(1) TImportation of new grammatical forms from
Behar and Orissa, which displaced the Assamese forms.

(5) Substitution of Sanskrit and Persian  words
for Assamese words.
= (6) Introduction of a final “9” in almost all the
(‘ase affixes and in other grammatical formations.

73

4” over the lingual

{2 ) These bave been dwelt upon at some length in this book.
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All these factors have combined to muke the
Bengali Language as it stands today so different from
what it was in the fifteenth century and hefore it that
theyv cannot both be called the same language. This
wide gulf between the languages of Old and New
Bengal has been sought to be bridged over by Bengali
scholars by giving such a wide and general conno-
ration to the ‘Bengali Language’, that it can be com-
prehended better by the Geographer than by the phi-
lologist. In its Geographical sense it has been applied
to mean not only all the different speeches that
are current in. North, South, East and West Bengal,
however different they are in morphology, but it has
heen extended also to the languages of Assam, Orissa and
Mithila. Infact Dr. S. K. Chatterjee has been unable
to decide which of the two languages Viz. Assamese
and Oriya, “has the greatest sense of closeness” with
Bengali ( vide pages 98 aud 147 of ‘Origin and Deve-
lopment of the Bengali Language’. ) The language of
Old DBengal is surviving in the Assamese, being super-
seded in Bengal by the new language. It is to make
up to this wide differenee hetween the two languages
of Bengal, that Bengali writers have been forced to
call Assamese and Bengali as one language or to invent
such terms as “Bengali-Assamese”, “Old  Bengali”,
“Proto Bengali” etc.

The following pages do not pretend to exhaust the
study of the Assamese language. There are many
words in it whose origins are still obscure. The book



iz been written with a view to bring into prominence
<om¢ important features in the language which may
he summed up as follows (— '

( 1) Being the farthest outpost of Aryan migration
towards the East, Assam has preserved in her lang-
nage up to this day some relics of the ancient Indo-
(ierman language which have been lost in other parts
of India, being overlaid by the speeches of subsequent
arvivals, e. @ (a) The Indo-German “3”
of the Sanskrit ““” ; (b) The easy interchange of
“F'"' with “o” and so, of “9” with “3’; the latter I
think being responsible for the derivation of the word

in place

“%%" from the word ‘“si%” (river ; i. e. the country of
rivers ). The interchange of “s” with “3” suggests
also the indentity of the Future particles of Hindi
and Bengali. \s:

(25 Some words and affies or Dardic origin. -

(3 ) The Austro-Asiatic origin of some words and
specially  of the Past particle “@” of Eastern India.

. 4) A different origin for the Possessive *‘3” has
also been suggeste.d, . 3

A close study of this old language which has not
yet received the attention it deserves, will I think throw
some new light on Indian Philology.

Jorhat,
The  30th .July., }

1932, {

AUTHOR.
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